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East Surrey Morris Men
The origins of Morris dancing are uncertain but it is believed that the dances derive from pre-Christian pagan rituals held in honour of Mother Earth to ensure prosperity, fertility and good luck to the community. The derivation of the word Morris is just as unsure. One theory is that the dances were brought back from Spain and North Africa at the time of the Crusades and that the word is a corruption of “Moorish”. Another popular theory is that the word originated from “mores”, Latin for “custom”, which would indicate that the dance was traditional in Roman times. It is clear from contemporary accounts in 15th Century England that, at that time, Morris dancing was considered an ancient and primitive activity.

By the 19th Century the dances had developed into the form we know today. A lot of the Cotswold villages had a side dancing their own subtle variations and it was Cecil Sharp who collected many of these dances around the turn of the century, before the drastic social changes of the early 1900’s could sweep away the traditions. It was the work of Cecil Sharp undoubtedly which led to the great revival of the Morris.

Traditionally, the dances are performed by all-male teams, each being identified by its own distinctive costume. Apart from the dancers and musicians, most teams are accompanied by at least one Fool or other character. The leader of the team is the Squire; the officer performing the role of secretary and treasurer is called the Bagman.

The East Surrey Morris side was formed in 1926 and was one of the six sides that founded the Morris Ring in 1934. Since then, gatherings of Morris men, known as Ring Meetings, have been held annually in all parts of the country and the Morris Ring now comprises over 300 individual clubs.

We perform dances from the Cotswolds traditions in sets of six or eight men.  Occasionally a Jig danced by one or two men will be incorporated into the programme. We dance for our own and our audiences’ pleasure on village greens and alehouse forecourts throughout Surrey with our now customary visit to Kent and Sussex over the Spring Bank Holiday weekend.

Our collections, apart from bringing good luck to our audience, enable us to make donations to local charities. Those that have benefited in recent years include; Macmillan Cancer Relief, The Royal Marsden Hospital, St Raphael’s Hospice, the Sutton Volunteer Bureau, Rye Church and The English Folk Dance and Song Society. In addition we sometimes arrange specific performances for charitable causes.

	
	How to recognise the teams

EAST SURREY

White trousers, purple baldrick with oak sprig at front crossing and golden Saxon crown at rear crossing.

CHANCTONBURY RING
Black breeches, white shirt, green waistcoat, red socks, clogs, black bowler hat.

GREENSLEEVES

Black breeches, green baldrick with black and red rosettes.

WATH-UPON-DEARNE

White trousers, yellow and green baldrick, black tankard badge with white rose front and rear, white trilby hat with green and yellow hat band.
Interested in joining us?

East Surrey Morris Men are always keen to welcome new members into the side. It costs nothing to learn and full training in the dance is given.

We practise on Monday evenings at Christchurch Hall, Christchurch Park, Sutton from September to April, after  which you will join the side on our summer tours. As well as our local tours we arrange weekends away with other sides and additional special events, which in recent years have included tours by horse-drawn dray courtesy of Young and Co's Brewery and overseas visits to Sutton's twin towns. In addition to the dancing, the tours provide a good social atmosphere, not only for the men, but also their families.  In recent years we have also organised special events, such as a Grand Charity Barn Dance and carol singing tours, which not only provide a great social occasion but also raise money for charity.

If you are interested in learning to dance and are a reasonably fit male, please ask any member of the side for further details or contact:

Phil Butlin (Squire)
Bob Davies (Bagman)

Telephone 020 8773 0072
Telephone 01372 720527

website: http://www.esmm.org.uk 

E-mail contact: bagman@esmm.org.uk 
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In association with other

Sides of the Morris Ring



	SUNDAY 23rd APRIL


St George’s Day Tour of Southwark


1.00pm
SOUTHWARK Doggett’s Coat and Badge


2.00pm
SOUTHWARK The Founders Arms


3.00pm
SOUTHWARK The Anchor Bankside


4.00pm
SOUTHWARK The George Inn

MONDAY 1st MAY 


11.00am
WARLINGHAM GREEN


12.00pm
FARLEIGH The Harrow 


1.00pm
BROADHAM GREEN The Haycutter

3.30pm
GODSTONE FARM


& 4.30pm


6.30pm
OUTWOOD The Dog and Duck


7.30pm
GODSTONE The Hare and Hounds

MONDAY 8th MAY


7.30pm
TADWORTH The Tumble Beacon


8.30pm
WALTON ON THE HILL The Bell

SUNDAY 14th MAY


1.30pm
STAPLEFIELD The Jolly Tanners



3.00pm
WAKEHURST PLACE 


& 4.00pm

MONDAY 22nd MAY


7.30pm
BETCHWORTH The Dolphin


8.30pm
REIGATE The Barley Mow

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND

27th – 29th MAY

48th Annual Tour of Kent and Sussex

SATURDAY 27th MAY


10.30am
BATTLE ABBEY


11.30am
SEDLESCOMBE The Green


12.45pm
BODIAM The Castle Inn


12.45pm 
BODIAM CASTLE


& 2.00pm


3.45pm
BIDDENDEN The Green


5.00pm 
APPLEDORE The Swan


5.00pm
WOODCHURCH The Bonny Cravat


6.30pm
STONE The Crown


6.30pm
IDEN The Bell


9.00pm
PEASMARSH The Cock Inn


	
	SUNDAY 28th MAY

11.15am
PEASMARSH Flower Festival


11.30am
RYE The Strand 


12.15pm
RYE The Mermaid


2.45pm

RYE Ypres Tower


3.30pm

RYE Church of St Mary the Virgin


3.45pm
RYE The Strand


5.30pm
WINCHELSEA Castle Street


6.30pm
ICKLESHAM The Queen’s Head


9.00pm
PEASMARSH The Cock Inn

MONDAY 29th MAY


11.45am
BROAD OAK The Rainbow Trout Inn


1.00pm
THREE LEG CROSS The Bull

MONDAY 5th JUNE


8.00pm
MOGADOR The Sportsman


9.00pm
REIGATE HEATH The Skimmington Castle 

SUNDAY 11th JUNE


1.30pm
TURNERS HILL The Red Lion


3.00pm
STANDEN


& 4.00pm
WEDNESDAY 14th JUNE

Evening with Chanctonbury Ring Morris Men



8.00pm
STAPLEFIELD The Victory Inn

MONDAY 19th JUNE


8.00pm
CHEAM Ye Olde Red Lion 


9.00pm
EPSOM The Cricketers

SATURDAY 24th JUNE


1.00pm
FETCHAM Bocketts Farm

 
& 2.00pm



3.00pm
POLESDEN LACEY

 
& 4.00pm



5.00pm
SHERE The Square


6.30pm
HOLMBURY ST MARY The King’s Head

7.30pm
COLDHARBOUR The Plough
	
	MONDAY 3rd JULY


8.00pm
CAPEL The Crown 


9.00pm
NEWDIGATE The Six Bells 

MONDAY 10th JULY


8.00pm
CARSHALTON The Greyhound 


9.00pm
ROSE HILL The Angel 

MONDAY 17th JULY


8.00pm
BROCKHAM GREEN The Duke’s Head


9.00pm
LEIGH The Plough
WEEKEND 21st – 23rd JULY

Weston Super Mare Ring Meeting

Hosted by Mendip Morris Men

SATURDAY 29th JULY

Tour of Wandsworth area by Brewer’s Dray 

Courtesy of Young’s Brewery

MONDAY 4th SEPTEMBER


7.30pm
WALTON ON THE HILL The Blue Ball



8.30pm
MICKLEHAM The Running Horses

SATURDAY 9th SEPTEMBER

12.00pm
PYRFORD LOCK The Anchor

2.00pm-
GODALMING Heritage Open Day

5.00pm




7.00pm
BRAMLEY The Jolly Farmer



8.00pm
BLACKHEATH The Villagers Inn
SATURDAY 7th OCTOBER

Bedford Day of Dance 

Hosted by Bedford Morris Men
SATURDAY 21st OCTOBER

Apple Day Celebrations


2.00pm
POLESDEN LACEY

& 3.00pm
TUESDAY 26th DECEMBER Boxing Day


11.45am
GODSTONE The Hare and Hounds


12.45pm
OUTWOOD The Castle Inn


1.45pm

SOUTH NUTFIELD The Station Hotel
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